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Who We Are

Mission: The Alexandria Archive Institute (AAl) enhances scholarship through use of the Open Web. Our
research and development efforts aim to increase the breadth and depth of scholarship in archaeology
and related fields, in order to improve understanding and see wider participation in discovery.

Vision: The AAIl will lead the research community in developing accessible, reliable, comprehensive, and
open access scholarly resources. We will help transform these data into knowledge, making them
valuable and relevant for students and scholars worldwide.

Values: We work to uphold the following values and principles:

e We support universal accessibility to scholarship.

e We are committed to the development of new research and educational tools to promote
scholarship in the humanities and social sciences.

e We promote the development of authoritative scholarly resources that are reliable,
comprehensive, and open.

e We strive to promote an open dialogue in developing standards in the collection, dissemination,
and storage of research data.

e We are committed to fostering cooperation with organizations that share our vision.

e We acknowledge that the work we are doing is one element of a vast network of organizations
and individuals with a common purpose. We strive to both learn from and enrich this complex
ecosystem.

The AAl was established in 2001 as a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation in California.
Employer Identification Number: 91-2146202

Mailing Address: 125 El Verano Way
San Francisco, CA 94127
Tel: 415-425-7381
Fax: 866-505-8626
Email: contact@alexandriaarchive.org

Website: http://alexandriaarchive.org

Contribute: http://alexandriaarchive.org/contribute/
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Key Developments

New Projects Featuring Classical Archaeology and Conservation Data

In fall 2014, Open Context’s director Eric Kansa commenced a joint CHS/DAI fellowship—supported by
Harvard University’s Center for Hellenic Studies (CHS) and the German Archaeological Institute (DAl).
During his term, he will develop workflows and standards for the editing and peer-review of classical
archaeology datasets housed at the German Archaeological Institute, in order to increase their quality,
discoverability and usability.

Also in the fall of 2014, with support from the J.M. Kaplan Fund, the AAl began an exploration of key
requirements needed to make data sharing effective in promoting better practice in cultural heritage
conservation. Sample conservation datasets from a variety of archaeological sites in the Eastern
Mediterranean will be used in modeling and standards-development, specifically to facilitate discovery
and comparisons between conservation datasets and their relation to other forms of documentation in
archaeology. This is the first time the integration of conservation data with other archaeological
documentation has been approached in a formalized way (in this case, through the publication of
conservation datasets). As such, this work will serve as a point of reference for future research into
management and dissemination practices for archaeological conservation data. Results of this work will
be shared in 2015.

Making Data Publishing Part of Professional Practice

One year remains on the AAl’s project Applying Linked Open Data: Refining a Model of Data Sharing as
Publication (supported by a Digital Humanities Implementation Grant from the National Endowment for
the Humanities). The project aims to better situate open data in professional practice by developing a
model of “data sharing as publication.” Our approach highlights the key importance of editorial
processing and peer review in the production of high-quality, reusable datasets. In 2014, we presented
this research, at the International Digital Curation Conference (San Francisco, January 2014) and won
the “Best Paper” prize for our presentation Publishing and Pushing: Mixing Models for Communicating
Research Data in Archaeology (co-authored by Eric Kansa, Sarah Whitcher Kansa, and Benjamin
Arbuckle).

In 2014, we also made significant progress working with publishers to situate open data dissemination
more firmly within professional scholarly communication practices. We have been cultivating
partnerships with independent presses, including Lockwood Press, the University Press of Colorado, the
Cotsen Institute of Archaeology Press at UCLA, and Ubiquity Press (publisher of Journal of Open
Archaeology Data). The purpose of these partnerships is to make publication of high-quality, structured
data an integral and expected aspect of a researcher’s overall publication goals. Open Context highlights
these collaborations on our About page: http://opencontext.org/about/
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The Digital Index of North

American Archaeology Project
In 2014, we continued our work on the
NSF-funded project Digital Index of North
American Archaeology (DINAA project)
with collaborators at the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville, and Indiana
University South Bend. DINAA addresses
head-on a major challenge facing research
communities worldwide: how to link
disconnected and incompatible data
systems in such a way that the combined
data are useful for important scientific
research. DINAA is the most
comprehensive and detailed database
documenting human settlement in North

Dot Density of 20 km grid of

America currently available. To date, Archacological Resources
. . * 1 Dot =5 Archaeological Sites
DINAA (via Open Context) has published Total sample = 478,471 Archacological Sites
more than 340,000 site file records (with DINA A Parcice Stafis
. L. - 1. Data and Structure Submitted to DINAA 0 125 250 500
locational/sensitive data removed) free of — —

Kilometers

charge, free of intellectual property
restrictions, and in open standards that are easy to reuse.

An example of how this data can now be used is
shown at the left. Given a 1 m rise in sea-level,
which in many projections is likely within a century,
our analyses of DINAA data show that over >13,000
i v . historic and prehistoric archaeological sites will be
s e . lost, and >1300 properties listed as eligible on the
National Register of Historic Places. We can
produce similar data by state or specific area, for

any projected increment of sea-level rise. We thus
have the ability to tailor threat assessments and
other queries by period and resource type. With
our colleagues, we are applying for funding to
continue and greatly expand the scope of the
DINAA project. This next phase will evaluate
human-environmental effects across the

b . . contiguous 48 United States within North America
over the period of human settlement by linking primary archaeological and paleoenvironmental
information. The project team consists of paleoenvironmental, archaeological, and data management
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and dissemination specialists to build, analyze, and present information on human environmental
interactions across North America over the past ca. 15,000 years. Policy makers need such knowledge to
make well informed decisions to manage the consequences of climate change, extreme weather events,
and burgeoning populations — factors that will shape our civilization profoundly in the coming decades.

New Data Publishing Projects
After years of advocacy, professional recognition by the White House and high-profile speaking

engagements have helped to establish the scholarly legitimacy and authority of Open Context among
many of archaeology’s most prominent researchers. In the past few months alone, several large-scale
projects have approached us about publishing major datasets, including:

e (Catalhdyiik, Turkey: lan Hodder (Stanford University), director of excavations at the UNESCO
World Heritage site Catalhoyik, seeks to publish all data collected during more than two
decades of excavations at the site, and relate the published data to forthcoming conventional
publications. Catalhoyiik has unparalleled significance in understanding the origins of agriculture
and settled life in the Near East.

e Carthage, Tunisia: Joseph Greene (Harvard University, Semitic Museum) has approached us to
publish Lawrence Stager’s excavation results from Carthage, Rome's great rival for dominance in
the Mediterranean. This publication project will provide crucial primary data on possible infant
and child sacrifice practices in Punic Carthage.

e Giza, Egypt: We have commenced a large-scale data publication from the workers cemetery at
Giza (Mark Lehner, Ancient Egypt Research Associates), which provides information on the
demographics and life-ways of the 20-30,000 workers who built the pyramids over an 80-year
period. This is an extremely significant database, as it offers a rare record of the lives of the non-
elite ancient Egyptians who built the ancient world’s largest and most iconic monuments.

e Oracle Bone Database Project: This international collaboration (led by Rowan Flad, Harvard
University) documents one of the most important types of bone artifacts in Chinese Neolithic
and Bronze Age sites. Oracle bones (animal bones used for divination rituals in East Asia) are the
source of inscriptions containing the earliest writing in ancient China. The data publication will
include collections in English, Mandarin, Japanese, and Korean, and will promote multi-
disciplinary research by compiling geospatial, temporal, contextual, zooarchaeological, and
inscription data.

These four projects represent a quantum leap in the scale and significance of data to be shared by Open
Context. Publishing these prominent sites will not only give the public unparalleled access to
archaeology’s most significant findings. Moreover, publishing the results of archaeology’s leading
scholars will do much to set expectations for greater professionalism and transparency with data.
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Conferences, Workshops & Publications

Conferences & Workshops

e January 2014: Archaeological Institute of America conference (Chicago, IL): Forum: The Future of
Archaeological Publishing. (Eric Kansa was a panelist for a forum centered on the promises and
challenges of moving toward open access publishing in archaeology.)

e February 2014: UC Berkeley Data Science Institute: Models for Publishing Research Data
(Berkeley, CA) (Presentation and Demonstration by Eric Kansa)

e February 2014: International Digital Curation
Conference (San Francisco, CA): Publishing and

w

Pushing: Mixing Models for Communicating
Research Data in Archaeology (Presentation by
Eric Kansa and co-authors). This paper received
the “best paper” prize. (At right: Eric Kansa
accepting the prize from Prof. Christine Borgman)

e February 2014: Innovating Communication in
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Scholarship conference (UC Davis, Davis, CA).
2014 theme: Publish or Perish — the Future of
Academic Publishing and Careers. (Eric Kansa was
a panelist in the session Beyond Journals & New
Forms of Digital Publishing. See the blog post, .
which contains links to conference videos: http://ux.opencontext.org/blog/2014/03/05/publish-
or-perish-2014-resurrected-online/)

e April 2014: University of Pennsylvania, Digital Humanities Forum (Philadelphia, PA): Research on
a Global Scale: The Radical Potential of Linked Open Data (Eric Kansa was an invited panelist)

e April 2014: Society for American Archaeology (Austin, TX)

o Archaeological Publishing in the 21st Century (Sarah Kansa was an invited panelist for
the opening night presidential forum, discussing new forms of publishing, including data
and open access.)

o Documenting and Disseminating Zooarchaeological Data in the Digital Age (Presentation
by Sarah Kansa and co-authors)

o Navigating and Visualizing Archaeological Data on Vastly Different Scales (Poster
presentation by Sarah Kansa and co-authors)
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e September 2014: University Libraries’ Data Speaker Series (Washington University, St. Louis,
MO): Linked Data: Publishing to the Web of Data in Archaeology (Invited presentation by Eric
Kansa)

o September 2014: International Council for Archaeozoology conference (San Rafael, Argentina)

o Data as Professional Practice in Zooarchaeology (Presentation by Sarah Whitcher Kansa)

o Digital Data: Collection, Organization, and Dissemination (Workshop led by Sarah
Whitcher Kansa)

e October 2014: 8™ Congress of Archaeology (Berlin, Germany): Linked Data, Publication, and the
Life Cycle of Archaeological Information (Presentation by Eric Kansa)

e November 2014: American Schools of Oriental Research (San Diego, CA)

o Published but Perished Anyway? Moving Archaeology toward Open, Collaborative and
Data Intensive Research (Presentation by Eric Kansa)

o Near Eastern Zooarchaeology — Is there a Future for our Data? (Presentation by Sarah
Whitcher Kansa)

Program-Related Publications

Arbuckle, Benjamin S., Sarah Whitcher Kansa, Eric Kansa, David .
L)
Orton, Canan Cakirlar, Lionel Gourichon, Levent Atici, . @ PLOS ’ ONE
Alfred Galik, Arkadiusz Marciniak, Jacqui Mulville, Hijlke ‘N

Buitenhuis, Denise Carruthers, Bea De Cupere, Arzu

Demirergi, Sheelagh Frame, Daniel Helmer, Louise Martin, Joris Peters, Nadja Péllath, Kamilla
Pawtowska, Nerissa Russell, Katheryn Twiss, and Doris Wiirtenberger (2014) “Data Sharing Reveals
Complexity in the Westward Spread of Domestic Animals across Neolithic Turkey.” PLoS ONE 9(6):
€99845. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0099845

Kansa, Eric C., Sarah Whitcher Kansa, and Benjamin Arbuckle (2014) “Publishing and Pushing: Mixing
Models for Communicating Research Data in Archaeology.” International Journal of Digital Curation
9 (1): 57-70. d0i:10.2218/ijdc.v9i1.301
(Note: Winner of the “Best Paper Award” at the 2014 IDCC conference)

Kansa, Sarah Whitcher and Eric C. Kansa (2014) “Data Publishing and Archaeology’s Information
Ecosystem.” Near Eastern Archaeology 77(3): 223-227.

Kansa, Eric C. (2014) “The Need to Humanize Open Science.” In: Moore, S. A.(ed.) Issues in Open
Research Data. Pp. 31-58. London: Ubiquity Press. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5334/ban.c
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Kansa, Sarah Whitcher (2014) “What Does ‘Free’ Mean?” In

“President’s Forum on Publishing: Publishing Archaeology in the
21* Century.” The SAA Archaeological Record 14(4): 5-6.
http://onlinedigeditions.com/publication/?i=226056

A rccologi_ca_l rccord

Kansa, Eric C. (in press) “Reimagining Archaeological Publication
for the 21st Century.” Proceedings of the 2013 Computer
Applications in Archaeology Conference, Perth, Australia.

Thompson, Christine and Sheldon Skaggs (2013) “King Solmon's
Silver? Southern Phoenician Hacksilber Hoards and the Location of
Tarshish.” Internet Archaeology 35. doi:10.11141/ia.35.6 (Contains
a link to the dataset published in Open Context.)

.......

SOCIrEYY FOR';AQP:ERICAN ARCHAEOLOGY
v w0

Other Communications

In addition to more traditional academic communications venues, we actively participate in social
media:

Links to videos of the Publish or Perish Workshop at UC Davis, 2014:
http://ux.opencontext.org/blog/2014/03/05/publish-or-perish-2014-resurrected-online/

Update on State Site Files, DINAA, and Archaeology:
http://ux.opencontext.org/blog/2014/03/28/workshop-recap-state-site-files-dinaa-and-

archaeology/

Overview of Digital Index of North American Archaeology (DINAA) presentations at the annual Society
for American Archaeology conference:
http://ux.opencontext.org/blog/2014/06/02/dinaa-saa/

Details of technology updates to Open Context: http://ux.opencontext.org/blog/2014/09/02/upgrading-
open-context/

Discussion of research outcomes of large-scale data integration in the Anatolian zooarchaeology project:
http://ux.opencontext.org/blog/2014/09/30/research-outcomes-of-multi-author-collaboration-

using-open-data/
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Datasets Published in 2014

Project

Data Contributor /

Project DOI

Key Project Participant

Mikt’sqag Angayuk Finds

Amy Margaris

http://dx.doi.org/10.6078/M7VD6WC7

Ceramics, Trade, Provenience and
Geology: Cyprus in the Late Bronze
Age (cited by the author in the
Journal of Archaeological Science)

Peter Grave

http://dx.doi.org/10.6078/M70V89RM

Pyla-Koutsopetria Archaeological
Project (see blog post describing
research benefits of editorial review)

William Caraher

http://dx.doi.org/10.6078/M7B56GNS

Digital Index of North American
Archaeology

Site files with
300,000+ items from
Virginia, Alabama,
Kentucky, lllinois,
lowa, Indiana,
Missouri, South
Carolina, Georgia,
and Florida

Various, see links at:
http://opencontext.org/projects/

Forthcoming Data Publications

Patterns of Consumption: Ceramic
Residue Analysis at Liangchengzhen,
Shandong, China

Rheat Lanehart

http://dx.doi.org/10.6078/M7ZP441K

Biometrical Database of European
Aurochs and Domestic Cattle

Elizabeth Wright

http://dx.doi.org/10.6078/M7TX3COV

Zooarchaeology of Early Bronze Age
Nahal Tillah

Sarah W. Kansa and
Caroline Grigson

http://dx.doi.org/10.6078/M7QN64NW

The University of Queensland
Archaeological Reference Collection

Andrew Fairbairn,
Xavier Carah, and
Damien Ayers

http://dx.doi.org/10.6078/M7KHOKSF

Zooarchaeology and Cultural Ecology
of Puesteros in Southern Mendoza,
Argentina

Steve Wolverton and
colleagues

http://dx.doi.org/10.6078/M7Q81B05

Essays from the Edge of Academia:
Supplements to ‘Sushi in Cortez’

Steve Wolverton

http://dx.doi.org/10.6078/M7FQ9TJ5
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Financial Information

Statement of accounts for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014

Total income for the AAI during the financial year ending June 30, 2014 was $171,725. Expenses during

that period totaled $157,896.

Checking/Savings

Checking 50,530
Total Checking/Savings 50,530
Accounts Receivable

Grants Receivable 35,778
Total Accounts Receivable 35,778
Total Assets $86,308
Liabilities & Equity

Liabilities

Accounts Payable 9,710
Deferred Revenue 35,778
Total Liabilities 45,488
Equity

Opening Balance 4,855
Unrestricted (retained earnings) 22,135
Net income 13,829
Total Equity 40,820
Total Liabilities & Equity $86,308

Grants 169,350
Individual donations 2,375
Total Income $171,725
Program Service
Accomplishments:
Creating Educational Content’ 94,738
Cultural Heritage Programs’ 63,158
Total Expenses $157,896
Details:
Salaries & related expenses 113,572
Travel 3,764
Conferences / Meetings 11,126
Telephone/Internet/Software 5,398
Consulting 9,463
Other (temp help, grants, 14,573
supplies, equipment, taxes,
compliance)

1Pub|ishingResearch Content: Manage Open Context, an
open access data publishing platform for scholars,
students, and the public to explore and use cultural
heritage and field science data. Work with communities to
add content to the database and to address workflows and
incentives for sharing research data.

ZOpen Data Advocacy: Promote open access to cultural
heritage content, specifically through open data
publishing. Work with scholars and stakeholders to explore
the impacts of open data on scholarship. Present research
at professional society meetings and in relevant
publications.
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People

Staff

e Sarah Whitcher Kansa, Executive Director
e Eric Kansa, Technology Director and Open Context Project Director

Consultants

e John Ward, Software Engineer
e Phoebe France, Usability Specialist

Board of Directors

The AAl's Board of Directors consists of scholars, philanthropists, and other community leaders who
share the Alexandria Archive Institute’s vision and have personal qualifications to lead this organization
to success. Board members oversee and enable progress towards growth, and evaluate the AAl's
performance in working toward its mission, values, and goals. In 2009, the AAl formed an Honorary
Board of Directors to recognize individuals who have provided continued support and services to our
organization.

e Elizabeth Carter, Professor, Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, University of
California at Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA

e Eric Kansa, Technology Director and Open Context Project Director

e John G. Kutz, Director, Prophet LLC, San Francisco, CA

e Richard H. Meadow, Senior Lecturer, Harvard University; Director of the Peabody Museum
Zooarchaeology Laboratory; Director of Harappa Excavations, Pakistan

e David Schloen, Associate Professor of Syro-Palestinian Archaeology, Department of Near Eastern
Languages and Civilizations, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL

e Bryan J. Stone, Associate Director, Financial Services Industry at World Economic Forum

e John P. Whitcher, Professor of Ophthalmology, University of California, San Francisco, CA

Honorary Board Members:

e Martha S. Joukowsky, Director, Brown University excavations in the Great Temple at Petra;
Professor Emerita, Center for Old World Archaeology and Art & Department of Anthropology,
Brown University

e Jason M. Schultz, Professor, UC Berkeley School of Law
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Open Context Editorial Board

Open Context’s Editorial Board was established in mid-2010 and currently comprises eleven members.
The Editorial Board assists the Executive Editor in developing editorial policies and procedures, in
soliciting datasets to be considered for publication in Open Context, and in recommending reviewers for
projects that request peer review. The Editorial Board also assists with the annual review of the editorial
policies and the performance of the editorial staff. The Editorial Board continues to grow to reflect the
depth and breadth of the published content and to address the technical, ethical, cultural, and legal
complexities of data publication.

Current Editorial Board Members:

e Sarah Whitcher Kansa (Executive Editor), The Alexandria Archive Institute

e Levent Atici, Department of Anthropology, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

e Harrison Eiteljorg, Il, Center for the Study of Architecture, Bryn Mawr College

e Catherine P. Foster, MicroCommons and U.S. Department of State

e Eric Kansa, Technology Director; Open Context Project Director

e Morag Kersel, DePaul University

e Benjamin Porter, University of California, Berkeley

e Yorke Rowan, University of Chicago

e Alexia Smith, University of Connecticut

e Sannie Kenton Osborn, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (retired)

e Joshua Wells, Indiana University, South Bend

e Sebastian Heath, American Numismatic Society and Institute for the Study of the Ancient World,
New York University

e LoriJahnke, Medical Heritage Library, The College of Physicians of Philadelphia and the
University of Pennsylvania

e Stephen Yerka, University of Tennessee
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Current Support

We are grateful to the following organizations and individuals for supporting the AAl’s programs and
activities in 2014 through financial contributions or services:

e National Endowment for the Humanities (Award #HK-50037-12)
e National Science Foundation (Award #1216810 and #1217240)
e J.M. Kaplan Fund

e Leon Levy Foundation

e Center for Hellenic Studies, Harvard University

e German Archaeological Institute (Deutsches Archdologisches Institut)

e Google Grants
e California Digital Library
e Jack and Marilyn Whitcher
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Funding History

The majority of AAl’s support comes from government grants and private foundations. We also receive

enabling financial contributions and in-kind donations from individuals.

Year Amount Granting Organization Project Title
2014 $30,000 The J.M. Kaplan Fund Support for the project Conservation Data
Management to Promote Good Practice
2014 $35,000 German Archaeological Institute /  Faculty Fellowship (Eric Kansa): Best practices
Harvard University Center for and workflows for publishing Classical
Hellenic Studies archaeology data
2012 $261,056 National Endowment for the Digital Humanities Implementation Grant:
Humanities Applying Linked Open Data: Refining a Model of
Data Sharing as Publication
2012 $33,000 Encyclopedia of Life Computable Data Challenge Grant: Exploring the
Biogeography of Early Domestic Animals using
Linked Open Data
2012 $120,000 National Science Foundation Archaeology Program Grant: The Digital Index of
North American Archaeology
2012 $90,000 American Council for Learned Digital Innovation Fellowship: Developing a
Societies Data Journal for Archaeology
2011 $49,707 National Endowment for the Digital Humanities Start-up Grant: Gazetteer of
Humanities the Ancient Near East
2011 $108,000 Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Scholarly Communication Grant: Toward Data
Sharing as Publication: Establishing Editorial
Policies and Workflows around Scientific Data
Dissemination
2010 $35,000 Google Digital Humanities Award: Google Ancient
Places (GAP) project
$50,000 National Endowment for the Digital Humanities Start-up Grant: The Open
Humanities Modern Art Collection of Iraq: Web tools for
Documenting, Sharing and Enriching Iraqi
Artistic Expressions
2008 $250,609 National Endowment for the Preservation & Access Grant: Enhancing
Humanities / Institute for Humanities Research Productivity in a
Museum and Library Services Collaborative Data Sharing Environment
2007 $75,400 National Endowment for the Digital Humanities Fellowship for Accessing and
Humanities Presenting Open-Source Cultural Heritage
Collections
2006 $250,000 William and Flora Hewlett Open Educational Resources Program Grant:
Foundation Open Context & open data advocacy
2004 $375,000 William and Flora Hewlett Open Educational Resources Program Grant:
Foundation Open Context & open data advocacy
2003 $125,000 William and Flora Hewlett Presidential Discretionary Fund Grant to

Foundation

demonstrate an open access data sharing
platform for archaeology
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